
 



 

 
 
 

What is the Travis Manion Foundation? 
 
 
1st LT Travis Manion, USMC, was killed by enemy fire in Fallujah, Iraq, on April 
29, 2007.  Killed while saving the lives of his fellow soldiers, Travis was awarded 
the Silver Star and a Bronze Star with Valor for his actions that day. 
 
Today, his spirit of service – and love of country – live on through the Travis 
Manion Foundation.  Founded shortly after his death by his parents – Marine 
Colonel Tom and Janet Manion – and family, the Foundation seeks to honor the 
fallen by challenging the living. 
 
They’ve done this by funding Fellowships to challenge wounded and disabled 
veterans to continue their service through volunteerism, helping them get back on 
their feet with mentoring and a real sense of purpose – and close to Tom and 
Janet’s heart, asking each Fellow to serve in honor of a Fallen Hero.   
 
They’ve done this by creating a character and leadership program for students in 
grades six through 12, talking about the little decisions everyone makes day to day 
that shape who we become.  In Travis’ own words, the program asks students to 
find the “If Not Me, Then Who” moments every day and do the right thing for 
others. 
 
They’ve done this by organizing and sponsoring races throughout the country each 
September, on the anniversary of 9/11, to honor the men and women of our 
military and first responder communities.  The 9/11 Heroes Run is held to ensure 
no one forget the sacrifice of so many that day and in the decade since. 
 
There is no doubt Travis’ spirit lives on by inspiring, driving, and challenging 
others to serve our country and make the world a better, safer place for all. 
 
 



Learn more at www.TravisManion.com 
The Travis Manion Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) Organization 

 
 

An Overview 
 
 
The Travis Manion Foundation 
Founded in 2007 by the Manion Family after 1st LT Travis Manion, USMC, was killed by 
enemy fire in Fallujah, Iraq on April 29, 2007. 
 
Dedicated to Honoring the Fallen by Challenging the Living: 

• Ensure wounded and disabled veterans serve Fellowships in honor of Fallen Heroes 
• Work with Families of the Fallen to honor their loved ones 
• Help create the next generation of leaders through the Character Does Matter program 
• Establish a 9/11 Heroes Run in communities across America to never forget the 

sacrifices of our military, police, firefighters, and first responders  
• Organize Team Travis runs at the Marine Corps Marathon and around the country to 

increase awareness of Fallen Heroes 
 
Fellowship Program 
The Manion family sponsored one of the first Mission Continues Fellows three years ago.  
They were moved and inspired by his continued service and after dozens of endowed 
Fellowships wanted to offer the experience to every Family of the Fallen to give each a 
unique way of honoring their loved one. 

• Work with The Mission Continues in 2011 to grow the programs to pair 150 Fellows 
with 150 families to honor Fallen Heroes 

• Fellowships are a unique transition opportunity for wounded and disabled veterans, 
enabling a structured return to the workforce, to school, or to community service after a 
return from military service 

• Recruit and communicate with Families, sharing impact statements for each Fellow and 
coordinating emails, phone calls, and visits between Fellows and Families 

• Honor the Fallen Hero through local media in their hometowns 
 
“Character Does Matter” Leadership Program 
Travis’ actions on his final day were heroic, but it was the little decisions he made every 
day throughout his life that created the character and leadership he demonstrated in 
combat and in his final moments where he saved the lives of his fellow Marines. 

• A school-based educational experience designed to help young people understand the 
vital role they play in America’s future 

• Ryan Manion Borek and other speakers share stories about character, leadership, and 
courage from the military, Travis’ life, professional sports, and other arenas 

• Grow the CDM program from previous successes to 50 schools in 2011 to help inspire 
the next generation of leaders 

 
 



Learn more at www.TravisManion.com 
The Travis Manion Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) Organization 

9/11 Heroes Run 
Before leaving for his final deployment, Travis visited Rescue Team 1 in NYC and 
returned home passionate about why he was fighting in Iraq and committed to ensuring 
no one ever forgets the service of so many men and women who protect us every day. 

• Every September 11th we bring together communities across the nation to remember, 
honor, and support our men and women in the armed forces and first responder 
communities who protect and serve our country every day 

• In 2010, more than 10,000 runners and supporters in six different cities laced up running 
shoes to ensure we never forget the sacrifices of so many on and since 9/11/01 

• This year our goal is to dramatically increase run locations on the 10th Anniversary of the 
attacks of 9/11 with volunteer run directors in every State 

 
 
 
About Travis 
After his death, the Manions received hundreds of letters about the impact Travis made 
on the lives of people they never met.  The words were about his character, his service, 
and his leadership that inspired them from high school days to his final moments. 
1999, LaSalle High School graduate 
2004, US Naval Academy graduate 
2004, Joined 1st Reconnaissance Battalion after graduation from The Basic School 
2005, Deployed to Iraq with 1st Recon in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
2007, Deployed to Iraq as part of a Military Transition Team 
2008, Silver Star and Bronze Star with Valor recipient 
2009, Manion Hall dedicated as the first new dormitory at The Basic School, Quantico, VA 
2011, USMC Officer Logistician of the Year award named after Travis 
 
 
 
"The Foundation's Mission is to assist wounded veterans and the families of 
Fallen Heroes.  We will continue the service to community and country 
exemplified by these Fallen Heroes and veterans.  In the spirit of the Fallen, we 
will foster strength of mind and body to create a generation of future leaders." 
 
 

Our Board of Directors
 

Janet Manion, Chair 
Alex Gorsky, Vice Chair 
Barbara Orr, Vice Chair 

Mary Katharine Ham, Secretary 
Croft Young, Treasurer 

CAPT Aloysius Boyle, USMC 
 
 

ADM Stephen Chadwick, USN (Ret.) 
COL Tom Manion, USMC (Ret.) 

Mike O’Hara 
Kate Papak 
Carlo Pecori 
Nick Trainer 



 

                                              - Mallory, Junior at C.B. West High School 

 
 

Character Does Matter 
 
The Character Does Matter leadership program was created in the spirit of 1st LT Travis 
Manion, USMC, and the thousands of other young men and women who courageously gave their 
all for our tomorrow.   It is designed to challenge young men and women to look for the 
moments in their lives where they can do good – to recognize both big and small decisions as 
opportunities to stand up for others, defend what’s right, and help those around them. 

 
There are no easy metrics for measuring the character of 
a high school or middle school student.  However we 
believe that good people with relatable stories who care 
passionately about the future of our world must do 
something.  Otherwise there’s a chance too many young 
people will enter adulthood with a sound education in 
math, science and technology but lacking in the 
character and leadership traits necessary to choose right 
from wrong and influence others to do good in the 
process. 
 

It would be easy to rely on anecdotal media reports that young people today lack character or 
moral strength.  Instead we’d rather jump into schools and youth organizations and share stories 
every student can understand and challenge them to make the right decisions in their own lives. 
 
There aren’t “character” or “leadership” classes in middle schools 
or high schools, but through the Character Does Matter program – 
and our group of dynamic speakers – we can plant a seed with 
thousands of students that character is vital to their future.  In the 
process we help inspire teachers and other educators to 
incorporate discussions about character and American heroes into 
future curriculum. 
 
More than half of the students we reach with our program are minority children who attend urban 
schools.  We also leave behind “If Not Me, Then Who” wrist bands for every student in the hope 
it serves as a daily challenge to do what’s right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Honoring Fallen Heroes & the Fellowship Program 
 
Together with The Mission Continues, the Travis Manion Foundation honors Fallen Heroes by 
challenging returning veterans to keep their spirit alive through community service.  Army MAJ 
Anthony Smith is currently serving a Fellowship in honor of Private First Class Justin R. Davis, 
USA, and sharing his progress with Justin’s mother, Paula Davis of Gaithersburg, Maryland. 
 

Fallen Hero… Private First Class Justin R. Davis, U.S. Army 
 

Paula Davis is a single mother with an only child.  Her son 
Justin loved GI Joe, X-Men and other superhero action figures 
and dreamed of being an elite soldier.  He was killed in 
Afghanistan on June 25, 2006, while deployed with 1st 
Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team 
10th Mountain Division.  He was 19 years old.   
 
Besides football and lacrosse, Justin was a martial arts 
enthusiast who sought to make a difference in this world.  
Before he left, he actually told his mother to "man up and be 
tough" while he was gone.  Today Anthony Smith keeps 
Justin's spirit of service alive while helping young men and 
women through his Fellowship and has regular email and 
phone exchanges with Paul Davis, who says Anthony is 
simply "amazing." 
 

 
Fellow… Major Anthony Smith, U.S. Army 

 
MAJ Smith was directly hit by an RPG in his lower stomach in   
Iraq in October of 2003.  He was pronounced dead and placed in     
a body bag – but when a nurse was searching for his dog tags she 
realized he was still alive.  In a coma for 62 days, Anthony awoke 
with major injuries – including losing his right arm and being 
confined to a wheelchair for a long period of time.  Returning 
home, he lost his job as the police chief and had a hard time 
finding work.   
 
After extreme therapy, he became a black belt and today owns     
and operates a martial arts studio that teaches young people those 
skills.  He's serving a Mission Continues Fellowship with the    
Boys and Girls Club of Mississippi County and the Delta 
Community Outreach Ministries to continue his service to his 
community.  He does this work in the spirit of Justin Davis. 



 

Keeping memories alive 
Organizations remember fallen soldier 
  
By Gwen Sadler 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
  
How do you honor the memory of a fallen soldier? By remembering, of course, and two 
organizations, the Travis Manion Foundation and The Mission Continues, have joined 
forces to help families and other loved ones do just that.  Chesterfield native and Army 
Sgt. Jeffrey A. Reed is next on their list of honorees. 
  
Growing up in Chester, Reed attended Gates Elementary and Salem Church Middle 
schools and graduated from L.C. Bird High in 2004.  He had a passion for sports, 
particularly soccer and ice hockey.  He played soccer for his high school, as well as for 
the Chesterfield Flames travel team, helping them win a championship Jefferson Cup. 
  
A Philadelphia Flyers fan, he couldn’t play ice hockey here, so he played goalie for seven 
years in a recreation league at the Skateland Roller Skating Rink in Chester. 
After graduation, Reed surprised his parents, Mark and Mary, by announcing he was 
joining the Army. 
  
“Our other two [children] had always talked about going to college, and they did,” Mark 
said. “[Jeff] could have easily gone to college, but he had no notion to do that. He was 
adamant about joining the Army right out of high school. I often wondered if it was 
related to 9-11.” 
  
Whatever his reasons, Jeff finished his four-year stint, then signed up for another. He 
served on military police duty, helping to train and support Iraqi police, and found time 
during his second tour of duty in Iraq to organize a soccer ball donation program for Iraqi 
children. 
  
In 2005 he married.  He and his new wife, Ashley, settled in Killeen, Texas, while Jeff 
was stationed at Fort Hood. 
  
On March 2, 2009, Jeff was killed by a grenade launched at his vehicle in Taji, Iraq. 
Today is the two-year anniversary of Jeff’s death. 
Mark remembers learning about Jeff’s death from the grief officers as “the worst moment 
of my life.” Mary was in Hampton caring for her elderly mother at the time. Mark and 
their daughter, Cynthia, made the trip by car to give her the news. 



  
“All I could think was ‘My poor wife,’” Mark said. 
  
The Travis Manion Foundation is honoring Jeff’s memory with a posting on its website, 
www.travismanion.com, offering a tribute to him. A portion of the recognition reads, 
“Jeff believed in service to country more than anything, and today, Sgt. Justin Zabel, 
USA, is serving a Missions Continues Fellowship in Jeff’s honor with the goal of 
continuing his service to our country and ‘making a difference in someone’s life.’” 
  
Zabel, who was honorably discharged from the Army after his truck was hit by a roadside 
IED in Iraq, is part of an effort to offer community-service opportunities to wounded and 
disabled veterans of the current wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The two organizations 
work together to give veterans a chance to continue to serve their communities by 
connecting them with the families of those who served and didn’t make it home. During 
his fellowship, he and the Reed family will communicate with each other, sharing their 
experiences in the hope that everyone involved will move toward healing while keeping 
Jeff in their thoughts. 
  
“The Travis Manion Foundation and The Mission Continues have been intrinsically 
linked since Travis Manion and Eric Greitens served together in Iraq,” said Janet Manion, 
mother of U.S. Marine Travis Manion and founder of the group baring her son’s name. 
Travis lost his life in Iraq, but not before inspiring Navy SEAL Greitens to start The 
Mission Continues once he returned home from his deployment in Iraq. 
  
The two groups have “worked closely to empower returning veterans in community 
service,” Janet said. “A fellowship is not only about the fellow, but the families of the 
fallen as well...ensuring that we honor the fallen by challenging the living,” she added. 
  
The Reeds learned about the organizations and the fellowship program through the 
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors, a national nonprofit group that offers 
programs and services to anyone who has lost a loved one in the military. 
  
Time moves on, and things change. Ashley has remarried and lives in Arizona. Mary is 
living temporarily in Hampton as her 85-yearold mother’s health continues to decline. 
And the Reed family has found another way to honor Jeff’s memory and keep it alive. 
  
Each year since Jeff’s death they have offered several scholarships through the Jeffrey 
Reed Memorial Fund to deserving seniors at L.C. Bird. Through the Jeffery Reed 
Memorial Foundation, they also work to benefit other groups, including the Chesterfield-
Colonial Heights Christmas Mother and Wounded Warriors. 
  
Learn more 
The Jeffrey Reed Memorial Fund E-mail: JeffReedFund@gmail.com Phone: 796-9761 
The Travis Manion Foundation www.travismanion.com 
The Mission Continues www.missioncontinues.org	
  



MCA Ground Logistics Awards 
Dinner 2011 
February 3, 2011 - 6:00pm - 9:15pm 

Crystal Gateway Marriott 
The Marine Corps Association, in conjunction with Headquarters 
Marine Corps, Installations and Logistics Division held the 7th annual 
MCA Ground Logistics Awards Dinner at the Crystal Gateway Marriott 
hotel in Arlington, Virginia on Thursday, 3 February 2010. 
 
The event served as the opportunity to recognize the achievements 
of the Corps top performing logisticians during 2010 and featured 
General James F. Amos, Commandant of the Marine Corps as the 
featured speaker and award presenter. 
 
A no-host social hour preceded the dinner and award presentation 
event, along with a separate VIP reception for the award recipients 
and their families and sponsors.  Following the conclusion of the 
social hour, dinner guests were summoned to the dinning room to 
view a traditional presentation and retirement of the colors 
performed by a ceremonial detachment from Quantico’s Ceremonial 
Platoon and a brief musical interlude provided by the “President’s 
Own.”  MajGen Edward G. Usher, USMC (Ret), President and CEO of 
the Marine Corps Association made welcoming and brief 
administrative remarks and was followed by the Chaplain of the 
Marine Corps, RADM Margaret Kibben, USN who offered a dinner 
invocation. 
 
Following an enjoyable dinner, LtGen Frank A. Panter, USMC, Deputy 
Commandant for Installations and Logistics took the stage, 
acknowledged a number of dinner guests, noted that the 
Commandant and Assistant Commandant’s and their wives were in 



the audience and then mentioned that the Manion Family was 
strongly represented at the dinner with 22 of the family in 
attendance.  LtGen Panter pointed out that the award for the Officer 
Logistician of the Year was renamed this year in honor of 
posthumous Silver Star recipient 1stLt Travis Manion.  LtGen Panter 
then introduced the guest speaker, General Amos. 
 
The theme of General Amos’s remarks were on the subject of Marine 
logistics.  He started by saying that logistics leadership was very 
strong and that the logistics community was the best he had seen in 
over 30 years. He pointed out that previously, there were no Combat 
Logistics Battalions and that logistics used to be a cobbled together 
affair until leaders like LtGen Kramlich, Wissler and Coleman used 
their vision and imagination to make long term organizational and 
equipment improvements. 
 
Telling of the Marine effort in Afghanistan, he indicated that it has 
been very tough but that there have been significant improvements 
there in spite of the fact that the Press have been reporting that the 
Marines are in over their heads.  He pointed out that, after many 
months of hard effort by Marines on the ground, he, the 
Commandant, was able to go to Afghanistan during Christmas and 
walk around without the need for a flak jacket and that healthy 
markets were springing up all over the country, run by thankful 
people.  He highlighted the critical role that effective and responsive 
Marine logistics played in enabling this positive development and he 
stated how proud he was of the happy and proud combat loggies 
who consistently worked around the clock to enable Marines to 
perform their mission. 
 



Switching gears a bit to the subject of the budget woes affecting the 
armed forces, he stated forcefully that the Marine Corps is NOT 
under attack and that our future is bright. 
 
In his preparation efforts to be the Commandant, General Amos said 
he met with every living Commandant for advice and that a 
statement by General Al Gray particularly stuck with him.  “Logistics 
is what sets us apart.” He closed with a promise to deliver a new, 
improved and effective AAV before the end of his term and then paid 
tribute to 1st Lt Travis Manion, the newly designated namesake of 
the Officer Logistician of the Year Award. 
 
Following his remarks, General Amos helped officiate the logistics 
awards presentations for the following recipients:  (Unfortunately, the 
Manion Award failed to arrive in time from the sculptor to be 
presented during the awards ceremony and all the other awards 
arrived mid way through the dinner but just in time for presentation.) 
The 1st Lt Travis Manion Memorial Officer Logistician of the Year 
Award was sponsored by Raytheon and the Marine Corps Association 
Foundation and was presented to Capt Miguel Cruz. 
 
The Marine Corps Enlisted Logistician of the Year Award was 
sponsored by Booz Allen Hamilton and the Marine Corps Association 
Foundation and was presented to SSgt Jacob Reichert. 
The Civilian Marine Logistician of the Year Award was sponsored by 
Battelle and the Marine Corps Association Foundation and was 
presented to Mr. Jeffrey T. Millazo. 
The Marine Logistics Unit of the Year-2010 was sponsored by Deloitte 
Consulting and the Marine Corps Association and was presented to 
Combat Logistics Regiment 15. 
	
  




